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The purposes of this proposed project are to 1) increase young children’s knowledge of plants and their role in the 
environment thereby addressing the knowledge gap that exists for many young, at-risk children; 2) introduce scientific 
learning through hands-on instructional experiences; and 3) examine concept development in young children as it relates 
to the role of plants in the environment. The long-term goal is to create a seasonal fruit and vegetable garden that will be 
maintained by the children, teachers, and families. The garden will be a source of a variety of fresh fruits and vegetables 
and will enable the children to engage in hands-on learning experiences focused on scientific inquiry, the life cycle of 
plants, plants as a food source, and the environmental benefits of plants. This project will be implemented at All About 
Kids, Inc., a childcare center that serves children who reside in high-needs neighborhoods, and will include approximately 
50 three- and four-year-old children and four teachers. All About Kids has also been included in the Jacksonville Journey, 
a city-wide initiative that has a component to improve early literacy.   
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Proposal Narrative 
 

Background and Purpose: 
 
All About Kids, Inc., located in the Brentwood neighborhood of the City of Jacksonville, strives to provide high-quality 
child care for children who reside in high-needs neighborhoods. All About Kids has been involved in the Quality Rating 
Improvement System instituted by the Early Learning Coalition of Duval. The center has attained the highest rating, 5 
Stars, and is now working toward accreditation. The director participated in the Effective Leadership and Business 
Practices seminar series piloted under the auspices of the Jacksonville Early Literacy Partnership group established by 
Mayor John Peyton. The center has recently been selected to be a part of the Jacksonville Journey efforts to improve 
outcomes for children who might be at risk of school failure. The early learning and professional development strategies 
developed, implemented, and validated at All About Kids will be disseminated to other child care centers throughout the 
City of Jacksonville in collaboration with the Early Learning Coalition of Duval, the Jacksonville Early Literacy 
Partnership, and the Florida Institute of Education at the University of North Florida. 
 
The Florida Institute of Education at the University of North Florida (FIE) is a research partner with All About Kids. This 
university-practitioner partnership is consistent with the mission of FIE which is to 1) foster collaborative programs that 
address critical educational needs by supporting innovation and engaging in problem-focused research; 2) increase 
access to and use of the knowledge and skills needed to improve practice and inform decision-making; and 3) enhance 
achievement for all students, especially those at risk. 
 
The purposes of this particular project are to 1) increase young children’s knowledge of plants and their role in the 
environment thereby addressing the knowledge gap that exists for many young, at-risk children; 2) introduce scientific 
learning through hands-on instructional experiences; and 3) examine concept development in young children as it relates 
to the role of plants in the environment. This proposed project at All About Kids will include approximately 50 three- and 
four-year-old children and four teachers in: (a) developing a seasonal fruit/vegetable garden area, and (b) concurrently 
implementing learning activities focused on scientific inquiry, the life cycle of plants, food products from plants, and the 
environmental benefits of plants. 
 
Instructional strategies and materials used will be revised as suggested by the teachers involved in this project and will be 
disseminated to other childcare centers, particularly those in high-needs neighborhoods, serving at-risk children. 
Additionally, other childcare center directors will have access to the training materials to improve science content 
knowledge of their staff members. 
 
Goals: 
 
This project will focus on three goals. The first goal is to increase young children’s knowledge of plants and their role in 
the environment. The second goal is to introduce scientific learning through hands-on instructional experiences. The third 
goal is to examine the utility of concept mapping as a tool to track concept development in young children (three- and 
four-year-olds) and is, therefore, focused on how young children learn. Through these goals the proposed project will 
address a city-wide goal to have all students enter kindergarten “ready to read, ready to learn, and ready to succeed.” 
 
These goals were selected to address several areas that have been highlighted in research on literacy development, 
development of scientific thinking, and cognitive development, specifically building background knowledge and 
vocabulary. In the area of literacy development, it has been found that vocabulary growth and language expansion occur 
through reading aloud to children (Lyon, 2001). In the area of development of scientific thinking, Zimmerman (2005) 
conducted an extensive review of research. She reported that young children tend to ignore evidence that conflicts with 
prior beliefs and that advance organizers are essential to effective science teaching with young children. Concept mapping 
has been documented (Novak & Gowin, 2004) as a strategy for examining children’s understandings of relationships 
among concepts. Through concept mapping children are able to make visible their thinking about the relationships among 
concepts being studied.  
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With these findings in mind, this project will focus on using read aloud strategies with nonfiction books to reinforce 
vocabulary and concept development.  Advance organizers will be used to frame experiments involving plants, and 
concept mapping will be initiated to capture children’s thinking about the relationships among the concepts.  
 
Hirsch (2006) and Neuman & Celano (2006; 2007; 2009) indicated that for children to become proficient readers, they 
must possess broad knowledge and vocabulary that enhance comprehension. Many at-risk, young children enter 
kindergarten with what has been described as a knowledge gap. They have not been exposed to experiences that have 
enabled them to develop broad background knowledge and vocabulary across content areas when compared to middle- 
and upper-class peers. This project will enable young children who live in low-income neighborhoods to begin building 
the core knowledge and vocabulary essential to becoming proficient readers and to understanding the relationships among 
plants in the environment.  
 
Additionally, Louv (2005), author of Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder, has 
reported that today’s children have become disconnected with nature and that has resulted in what he has identified as 
“nature-deficit disorder.” He also has stated that:  
 
 Unlike television, nature does not steal time; it amplifies it. Nature offers healing for a child 
  living in a destructive family or neighborhood. It serves as a blank slate upon which a child  

draws and reinterprets the culture’s fantasies. Nature inspires creativity in a child by demanding  
 visualization and the full use of the senses. . . .In nature, a child finds freedom, fantasy, and  
 privacy; a place distant from the adult world, a separate peace. (p. 7) 

 
Objectives: 
 
The following objectives will be addressed through this project. 
 

• To provide environmental experiences with plants, so that young children will be able to correctly identify 
concepts and their hierarchical relationships. 

 
• To read aloud children’s nonfiction, science-related books to enhance vocabulary development and language 

expansion of young children. 
 

• To develop concept maps based on the children’s statements about plants and the environment 
 

• To provide advance organizers as an instructional tool to scaffold children’s thinking about plants, their 
relationship to the environment, and their role as sources of food (i.e., concept maps) 

 
Methodology/Approach: 
 
This proposed project will focus on the study of plants and their role in the environment through development of a 
seasonal fruit and vegetable garden. The All About Kids project will include four (4) teachers who will be trained in basic 
concept mapping for young children. There will be approximately 50, three- and four-year-old children who will 
participate directly in the project. This project will be an extension of the center’s current literacy curriculum, Early 
Literacy and Learning Model Plus (ELLM/Plus) in that read alouds will continue to be a predominant strategy for 
vocabulary and concept development. Reinforcement will occur through hands-on experiences in the fruit/vegetable 
garden, study of the cycle of plant growth, food products from plants, and the environmental benefits of plants,  
 
The teachers will provide instruction based on an 8-week instructional unit developed for the study of plants and their role 
in the environment. Lessons will involve use of advance organizers or scientific beliefs about the nature of plants and the 
development of a seasonal fruit/vegetable garden. This strategy was identified in the research reviewed as an essential 
strategy for young children. Through first-hand experiences, young children can modify beliefs based on their 
observations of plants as they grow and are changed seasonally (Zimmerman, 2005).  
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The first lesson for each class will involve development of a group concept map, based on a series of approximately 20 
pictures. This concept map will be a point of reference throughout the instructional period (March-April 2010). 
Modifications will be made as the children learn new information (concepts) that needs to be added or as they choose to 
correct errors that they detect in their first attempt.  
 
Following the first lesson, the teachers and children will work with volunteers and parents to plant both seeds and young 
plants to launch their garden project. Various experiments will be conducted to determine the effects on the plants, e.g., 
effect of light/no light on plants. All lessons will be provided in the instructional unit.  
 
A series of three assessments will be conducted to document the changes in the children’s concept development and the 
connections made among the concepts. The assessments mirror those conducted in previous projects (Hunter, Monroe-
Ossi, & Fountain, 2008; Monroe-Ossi, Wehry, Algina, & Hunter, 2008; Wehry, Algina, Hunter, & Monroe-Ossi, 2008). 
The assessments are as follows: 
 

• Assessment 1: Task of sorting and organizing around 20 pictures about plants  
In this project, the task would be around sorting and organizing a similar number of pictures about the life cycle 
of plants, parts of plants, and the interaction of plants and animals in a seasonal fruit/vegetable garden, e.g., 
pollination. 

 
• Assessment 2: Individual talk—“What do we know about the plants?”  

In this project, the question to the children would be, “What do we know about plants in our garden?” 
 

• Assessment 3: To assess the understanding of the class concept map itself, each child will be asked, “What do 
these images here represent? What is this scheme for? What does it tell us about plants?”  
 

At the conclusion of the instructional period, a family event will be conducted. Parents/family members will be provided 
with a packet of materials and nonfiction, science-related books, along with plants/cuttings to start a garden at home. This 
event will be a celebration of what the children have learned.  
 
While the proposed project is expected to utilize a $4,000 allocation, several pieces of equipment could be cut from the 
proposed budget. The center’s director and preschool staff indicated that the following items could be cut if the proposal 
is funded for a lesser amount— RainSaver Rainbarrel ($250); Worm Factory Package ($150); GeoBin Composter ($40); 
Greenhouse Shelves ($140). They felt they could (a) use some of the supply money to purchase worms, (b) collect rain 
water in buckets or other containers, (c) create a compost pile without a commercial composter, and (d) utilize shelving 
from another source. However, this is a center, located in northwest Jacksonville in a high-needs neighborhood, that has 
limited resources and substitutions could be more difficult than the staff realizes. 
 
 Plan of Work: 
 

I. Develop/Adapt Units of Instruction (January and February) 
A. Concepts about plants and environment 
B. Advance organizers 
C. Experiments 
D. Assessments 

 
II. Develop Teacher Training (February) 

A. Concept mapping 
B. Science concepts 
C. Hands-on investigations 
D. Implement teacher training components (February) 
 

III. Implementation (March & April) 
A. Literacy—Concept and vocabulary development (Environmental Books) 
B. Plant seeds and young plants to develop the fruit/vegetable garden (spring garden) 
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C. Conduct experiments as outlined in units of instruction 
D. Assess students  

 
IV. Data Analysis and Conclusions (April-May) 

A. Assessment 1 
B. Assessment 2 
C. Assessment 3 
D. Conclusions/Limitations/Questions for Further Research 

 
V. Follow-up Activities (May) 

A. Family Involvement—Environmental event 
B. Packet for developing garden at home 
C. Literacy—Environmental books 

 
The overall plan is to continue the garden throughout the year by planting seasonal fruits and vegetables as recommended 
for the Jacksonville area by a UNF Biology professor and/or the Duval County Extension Office. 
 
References: 
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Finland and published in the Proceedings of the 3rd International Conference on Concept Mapping, Vol. 2, 756-763. 
 Hunter, J.K., Monroe-Ossi, H., & Wehry, S., (2008). The young naturalists: Concept mapping as an instructional 
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education: Implications for mathematics education. Retrieved November 6, 2006, from www.ihmc.us. 
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Wehry, S., Algina, J.,  Hunter,  J.K. & Monroe-Ossi, H. (2008). Using concept maps transcribed from interviews 
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Conference on Concept Mapping: Helsinki, Finland and published in the Proceedings of the 3rd International Conference 
on Concept Mapping, Vol. 2, 732-739.  
 Zimmerman, C. The development of scientific reasoning skills: What psychologists contribute to an 
understanding of elementary science learning. (Unpublished final draft of a report to the National Research Council 
Committee on Learning Kindergarten through Eighth Grade, August 2005). 
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Budget Narrative: 
 
Employee Salaries 
 
Project Consultant—Biology Associate Professor—The project consultant will advise teachers in the design and 
development of experiments/lessons regarding the planting/maintenance of the fruit/vegetable garden. Also, the project 
consultant will enlist the support of 3 students to assist in collection of interview data. Services will be provided as a 
match to the grant. 
 
FIE Research Fellow—Dr. Janice Hunter will be responsible for coordination of the project including collaborative 
planning, design, development, and implementation efforts. Her salary will be paid through FIE at the University of North 
Florida. She will spend 1 day on site at All About Kids, Inc. to oversee timeliness, accuracy, and pertinence of the data 
collected, transcribe data, analyze child-generated concept maps to assess their reliability with the transcriptions, and 
determine the applicability of the project’s design and generalizability to preschool populations. Her time will be provided 
by FIE as a match to the grant. 
 
FIE Executive Director—Dr. Cheryl Fountain will facilitate the design, development, and implementation of the 
curriculum/instructional materials and the concept mapping professional development activities for the preschool teachers. 
Her time will be provided by FIE as a match to the grant. 
 
Research Coordinator—Dr. Rebecca England will facilitate on-site implementation of the gardening project. She will 
spend 1/2 day on-site at All About Kids to assist with project tasks. Her time will be provided by FIE as a match to the 
grant. 
 
All About Kids Teachers—Teachers will participate in training related to 1) children’s concept development in science 
through use of concept maps; 2) instructional implications of research on young children’s concept development in 
science; and 3) development of a seasonal gardens. Teachers will receive a supplement of $150 each. 
 
Center Director—The All About Kids Director will be responsible for the design, development, and implementation of the 
Family Involvement activities that are included in the project’s design. The director will receive a supplement of $150. 
 
Director/Teacher Supplement 
 
The director and each teacher will be provided a supplement to encourage full participation in meeting the goals of the 
project. 
 
Materials & Other Supplies 
 
The materials listed are required for the instructional strategies identified to meet the goals and objectives of the project, 
e.g., nonfiction, science-related books for read alouds; greenhouse for ongoing plant propagation for the fruit/vegetable 
garden, etc. 
 
Equipment—The following equipment would enable the children to be engaged in a wide variety of learning experiences: 
portable greenhouse and shelves, composter, rain barrel, worm factory, and materials for creating raised beds.  
 
Plants/Potting Soil—To create a garden, it is estimated that the cost of seeds, plants, potting soil, and mulch will be 
approximately $100 per classroom. 
 
Books—To facilitate conceptual and vocabulary development and language acquisition, books related to environmental 
topics will be essential for the teachers to use as the instructional unit is implemented. The cost estimate is $75 per 
classroom. 
 
Educational/Other Supplies—It is anticipated that the cost of professional development training materials and the 
duplicating costs for the instructional unit/lessons will be approximately $250. 
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Family Involvement Instructional & Parenting Materials—Funds will be utilized to develop and disseminate self-
contained, take-home packets that include books, manipulatives, and directions for parents in large, resealable, plastic 
bags. These materials will help bolster families’ involvement in their children’s learning and engagement with nature. 
 
Transportation/Travel—A local site will be identified for a field trip. The cost estimate for the trip is $250. The current 
state rate of travel reimbursement is $.445 per mile. Travel reimbursement will be paid to the UNF consultant in biology 
and other FIE staff involved in the project. 
 
All funds would be expended or encumbered by the May 28, 2010 deadline for UNF Purchasing. 
 
 

Proposed Fruit/Vegetable Garden Grant Budget 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Equipment  
Walk-in Portable Greenhouse (6’3” x 4’1” x 6’3”h) $ 120
Greenhouse shelves (2 @ $69.95 ea.) $ 140
GeoBin Composter $ 40
RainSaver Rainbarrel $ 250
Worm Factory Package $ 150
Cypress Raised Bed Kit and 4’Cypress Extension Kit  220
Shipping & Handling $ 210
Subtotal $ 1,130
Director/Teacher Supplement (5 x $150) $ 750
Subtotal $ 750
Materials & Other Supplies  
Seeds/Potting Soil/Mulch (4 x $100) $ 400
Seasonal Vegetable Plants $ 300
Books (environmental, plants, birds, insects: 4 classrooms x $75) $ 300
Educational/Other Supplies $ 250
Family Involvement Instructional & Parenting Materials $ 300
Shipping & Handling $ 120
Subtotal $ 1,670
Transportation/Travel  
Field Trip (e.g., Nursery, Tree Farm, Farm, or Farmers Market) $ 250
In-county Travel by Consultant (449 miles x $.445) $ 200
Subtotal $ 450
Total $ 4,000
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Abridged Vita 
Cheryl A. Fountain, Ed.D. 

Executive Director, Florida Institute of Education 
 Professor of Education 

University of North Florida 
Education 
University of Florida     Ed.D. Curriculum and Instruction 
Gainesville, Florida     Supervision and Curriculum Design 
       Educational Foundations 1977 
University of South Carolina    M.Ed. Elementary Education 1971   
Columbia, South Carolina 
 
Purdue University      B.S. Vocational Home Economics 1969 
West Lafayette, Indiana 

Professional Experience 
1999-Present Executive Director, Florida Institute of Education at the University of North Florida 
2003-2005 Interim Director, Florida Center for Public Policy and Leadership, University of North Florida  
1999-2001 Assistant to the Florida State University System Chancellor for Education Policy  
1997-1999 Associate Provost and President’s Liaison for PreK-12 Education, University of North Florida 
1994-1997 Associate Academic Vice President for Graduate Studies and Research and Director of Sponsored 

Research and Training, University of North Florida 
1987-1994 Assistant Dean, College of Education and Human Services, University of North Florida 
1982-1987 Director, Office of Student Services, College of Education and Human Services, University of North 

Florida 
1993-Present Professor of Education (Educational Leadership), Doctoral Faculty status, College of Education and 

Human Services, University of North Florida 
1986-1993 Associate Professor, Doctoral Faculty status, College of Education and Human Services, University of 

North Florida (tenure awarded 8/87) 
1984-1990 Courtesy Adjunct (Instructional Leadership and Support), Graduate Faculty status, College of Education, 

University of Florida 
1982-1986 Assistant Professor, College of Education and Human Services, University of North Florida 
1981-1982 Director, Evaluator/Documenter, Hastings Teacher Corps Project, University of North Florida 
1969-1981 Elementary, middle, high school teacher, administrator, instructional design specialist 
 
Honors and Awards 
Received the 1998 Florida Times-Union EVE Award for Education for work with the Jacksonville New Century 
Commission on Education and the Jacksonville Urban Education Partnership. 
 
The UNF College of Education and Human Services AT&T Alliance for Tomorrow’s Teachers initiative (urban 
professional development schools) received the American Association of State Colleges and Universities Christa 
McAuliffe Showcase for Excellence Award in 1993 (PI and project director). 
 
Selected Funded Grants            
PI, Virtual School Readiness Incubator. Designed to develop and field-test capacity-building tools embedded in a delivery 
model communities can use to accelerate the formation, growth, and success rates of early care and learning programs and 
improve readiness outcomes for at-risk children. Funded by the U.S. DOE, $595,200 (2005-2008). Refunded 2008/09, 
$238,755. Co-Investigators: Afesa Adams, Rebecca England; Katherine Kasten, Heather Monroe-Ossi.  

Co-PI and Director, Center for Early Literacy and Learning. The purpose of the center is to develop strategies and tools 
practitioners can use to encourage young children, especially those placed at-risk of academic failure, to acquire and use 
the skills needed to become successful readers and learners. Initiative funded by a gift to the University, November 1999 – 
November 2009, $1.65 million dollars ($165,000 each year for ten years). Co-Investigator: Janice Wood. 
 
Co-Collaborator, Jacksonville Early Literacy Partnership (JELP). Community-wide partnership effort to improve the 
early literacy and readiness of at-risk children. Key partners include the Mayor’s Office, the City of Jacksonville, Duval 
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County Public Schools, Early Learning Coalition of Duval, Episcopal Children’s Services, Florida Community College at 
Jacksonville, Jacksonville Children’s Commission, the Community Foundation, Jacksonville Public Library, Jacksonville 
Urban League Head Start Program, the United Way of Northeast Florida, University of North Florida, and the Florida 
Institute of Education. Funded by the City of Jacksonville and the ELC of Duval. 2004/05, $400,000; 2005/06, $340,000; 
2006/07, $438,153.   Co-Collaborators: Howard Korman, Special Assistant to the Mayor; CEOs of partner school 
readiness agencies, Afesa Adams, Madelaine Cosgrove, Katherine Kasten, Stephanie Wehry, and Janice Wood. 
 
PI, An Evaluation of the Early Literacy and Learning Model: A Curriculum and Instructional Support System. Part of 
U.S. DOE/IES Preschool Curriculum Evaluation Research (PCER) national study designed to evaluate curricula used in 
preschool classrooms using random clinical trials. Four-year project with two no-cost extensions (2002–2008) funded by 
USDOE/IES, $3,167,839. Co-Investigators: Madelaine Cosgrove, Stephanie Wehry, and Janice Wood.  
  
PI, Florida’s Collaboration for Young Children and Their Families: Head Start State Collaboration Office. A statewide 
collaboration among the Office of the Governor, Florida Head Start Association, FIE, Florida Agency for Workforce 
Innovation/OEL designed to advance the development of system-building initiatives and multi-agency agreements to 
improve the quality of early care and education services for young children and their families.  Funded by U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, 2001/2002, $275,000; 2002/2003, $225,000; 2003/2004, $225,000; 
2004/2005, $375,000; 2005/06, $225,000; 2006/07, $225,000; 2007/08, $225,000; 2007/08, $225,000. 
 
PI, School Readiness Technical Assistance and Support. Provides technical assistance and content expertise needed to 
satisfy mandates of the Florida School Readiness Legislation. Project first funded by the Florida Partnership for School 
Readiness and now by the Florida Agency for Workforce Innovation, 2000/2001, $468,626; 2001/2002, $575,000; 
2002/2003, $1,152,500; 2003/2004, $757,000; 2004/2005, $757,000; 2005/06, $2,149,929; 2006/07, $2,537,849; 2007/08, 
$1,913,332; 2008/09, $805,963. 
 

Selected Publications 
Books 
Kasten, K., Fountain, C., Adams, A., Herrington, C., & Johnson, C., Eds. (2005). Educational accountability and 
assessment in Florida: Informing the debate. Jacksonville: University of North Florida, Florida Institute of Education. 
 
Fountain, C., & Keenan, D. (1986). Oral communication methods for classroom teachers.  Dubuque, IA: Kendall/Hunt. 
Book Chapters, Refereed Articles, and Conference Proceedings 
 
Goudy, L., Fountain, C., & Monroe-Ossi, H. (2008). Professional learning of middle school and preschool teachers using 
concept mapping. In A. Cañas, P. Reiska, M. Ahlberg, & J. Novak (Eds.), International Conference on Concept Mapping: 
Vol. 2. Concept Mapping: Connecting Educators (pp. 564-570). Helsinki, Finland: University of Helsinki. 

Fountain, C. A., Manning, J. P., Mullis, R. L., Cosgrove, M. M., & Bleiker, C. (2007). Moving to the next level. In 
Cosgrove, et al. (Eds.), Florida’s researcher/practitioner school readiness partnership: Opportunities and potential (pp. 
199-209). Jacksonville: University of North Florida, Florida Institute of Education. 
 
Fountain, C., & Wood, J. (2000). Florida Early Literacy and Learning Model: A systematic approach to improve learning 
at all levels.  Peabody Journal of Education, 75(3), 85-98. 
 
Stoddard, A., & Fountain, C. (1995). Restructuring an urban school using preservice teachers. In D. Rea and R. Warkentin 
(Eds.) Youth at risk: Reaching for success. Dubuque, IA: Wm. C. Brown Communications. 
 
Professional Service Activities 
FL Early Education and Care Professional Development System, Steering Committee, 2007–present. 
 
FL AWI, Office of Early Learning, Early Learning and Development Standards Revision Steering Committee, 2007–
present. 
 
FL AWI, Office of Early Learning, Social-Emotional Development Work Group, 2007- 2009 
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Janice Knudsen Hunter 

 
Academic Background: 
 
 Ph.D. University of Florida 1978 
 M.Ed. University of North Florida 1975 
 B.S. Jacksonville University 1971 
Experience: 
Research Fellow for Early Learning and Literacy, Florida Institute of Education, University of North Florida, October 
2006-present 
Chief Officer, Curriculum and Instructional Services, Duval County Public Schools, March 2006-October 2006 
General Director, Academic Programs, Duval County Public Schools, 2002-2006 
Director, Elementary Programs, Duval County Public Schools, 2000-2002 
Adjunct Instructor, Jacksonville University, 2004 
Adjunct Instructor, NOVA Southeastern University, 1990-2007 
Administrator/Principal, Duval County Public Schools, 1985-2000 
Visiting Assistant Professor, University of North Florida, Early Childhood Consultant, Duval County Public Schools, 

developing and implementing the in-service design for the Primary Education Program, 1979-1982 
Professional Papers: 
“Young Florida Naturalists: concept Mapping and Science Learning of Preschool Children,” Proceedings of the 3rd 

International Conference on Concept Mapping, September, 2008 
“Healthy Habits Through Literacy: A Concept Mapping and Health Curriculum for Preschool and Kindergarten 

Children,” Proceedings of the 3rd International Conference on Concept Mapping, September, 2008 
“Using Concept Maps Transcribed from Interviews to Quantify the Structure of Preschool Children’s Knowledge about 

Plants,” Proceedings of the 3rd International Conference on Concept Mapping, September, 2008 
“Beginning Teacher Program: A Study of Field-Based Certification,” Resources in Education, March, 1986 
“Examination of a Counseling Center Approach to Addressing Affective Needs of Disruptive Secondary School 

Students,” ERIC, September, 1985 
“Challenge to the Chargers: A Junior-High School Self-Improvement Study,” NAASP Bulletin, Fall, 1985 
Presentations: 
Presentation, “Young Florida Naturalists: Concept Mapping and Science Learning of Preschool Children,” 3rd 

International Conference on Concept Mapping, Helsinki, Finland, September, 2008 
Presentation, “Healthy Habits through Literacy: A Concept Mapping and Health Curriculum for Preschool and 

Kindergarten Children,” 3rd International Conference on Concept Mapping, Helsinki, Finland, September, 2008 
Presentation, “Young Florida Naturalists: Concept Mapping as an Instructional Tool for Conceptual Development of 

Preschool Children,” 3rd International Conference on Concept Mapping, Helsinki, Finland, September, 2008 
Presentation, “Using Concept Maps Transcribed from Interviews to Quantify the Structure of Preschool Children’s 

Knowledge about Plants,” 3rd International Conference on Concept Mapping, Helsinki, Finland, September, 2008 
Poster Session, “Young Naturalists: Concept Mapping as an Instructional Tool for Conceptual Development of Preschool 

Children,” Head Start’s Ninth National Research Conference, Washington, DC, June, 2008 
Poster Session, “Young Florida Naturalists: Concept Mapping and Conceptual Development of Preschool Children,” 19th 

Annual National Youth-at-Risk Conference, Savannah, Georgia, March, 2008 
Presentation, “Duval County’s Information Management System—Snapshots,” Council of the Great City Schools, Annual 

Fall Conference, Atlanta, Georgia, October, 2005 
Presentation, “Building Capacity for Professional Development from Within: School-based Standards Coaches,” Council 

of the Great City Schools, Annual Fall Conference, Las Vegas, Nevada, October, 2004 
Presentation, “Developing Capacity to Improve Learning for All Students System wide,” Northwest Regional Educational 

Laboratory, National Forum on Comprehensive School Reform, Seattle, Washington, October, 2003 
References to 21 additional presentations/consulting sessions are available upon request. 
Awards: 
Distinguished Educator’s Award, University of Florida, 1999 
Commissioner’s Award for Outstanding Achievement, 1999 
Florida Times-Union EVE Finalist, 1994 
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England, Rebecca 

Senior Family Involvement Specialist 
Florida Institute of Education at the University of North Florida 

Appointed March 2005 
 
1. Academic Degrees 

Ed. D University of North Florida, 2005. Major: Educational Leadership.  
M. Ed.  University of Florida 1995. Major: Elementary Education. 
B. A.  University of Florida 1994. Major: Elementary Education. 

2. Professional Experience 
2005 – present    Family Involvement Specialist, Florida Institute of Education 
2002-2005  Visiting Instructor, College of Education and Human Services, University of North 

Florida 
 Literacy Coach, Early Literacy and Learning Model, Florida Institute of Education.  

1996-2002  First Grade Teacher, Windy Hill Elementary, Duval County Public Schools, Jacksonville, 
Florida.  

1995-1996  Third/Fourth Grade Teacher, Christian Heritage Academy, Jacksonville, Florida.  
3. Courses Taught 

Spring 2005─EEC 3731 Health, Safety, and Nutrition for the Young Child, 2 credits; 
Fall 2004─EEC 3408 Forming Family, School, and Community Partnerships, 3 credits 
Spring 2004─LAE 3210 Foundations of Literacy, 3 credits 
Fall 2003─EEC 3408 Forming Family, School, and Community Partnerships, 3 credits 
Summer 2003─EEC 4209 Integrating Art, Music, and Movement, 6 credits (co-taught)  
Spring 2003─EEC 4213 Teaching Beginning Reading and Writing, 6 credits (co-taught) 

4. Current Professional and Academic Association Membership 
1999-present National Board for Professional Teaching Standards – earned National Board Certification 

– Early Childhood Generalist in 1999; certificate valid 1999-2009.  
5. Current External Service Activities 

2007 Arts and Literacy Workshop – presented a two-hour training (on two different occasions) 
to Family Child Care Home Providers on the use of arts and literacy materials in their 
home care center 

2007 Florida Literacy Conference – presented a one-hour session on the implementation of a 
Family Involvement Model 

2002-2005 Early Literacy and Learning Model Literacy Coach – coach fifteen teachers, three Head 
Start and twelve public school, on the literacy environment and implementation in their 
classroom. I model and observe literacy lessons, conference with teachers, and provide 
training and professional development opportunities to elicit positive change.  

2003   Southeast International Reading Association – co-presented a one-hour  
 session on the use of word walls in the primary classroom. 

2003 One Goal Summer Conference – co-presented a two-hour session on parental involvement 
in education. 

6.  Recent Publications 
England, R. 2004 Monthly literacy packets – September 2004 – May 2005. Florida Institute of Education.  
England, R. 2003. Family involvement manual: Early literacy and learning model. Florida Institute of 

Education, Jacksonville, FL. 
England, R. 2003-2004. First-grade literacy packet – September 2003 through May 2004. Florida Institute 
of Education. 

7.  Funded Grants  
Earth Day Foundation grant, 2000, 2001 & 2002, $500; Alliance for World Class Education, 2001, $2500. 
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Appendix A 
 

Previous awards that have been received by the Florida Institute of Education staff are the following:  
 
UNF Environmental Center: 
 
Young Florida Naturalists 
 
The Young Florida Naturalists project focused on increasing the background knowledge and concept development of 3- 
and 4-year-old children (n = 55) enrolled in three classes at the Don Brewer Early Learning and Professional 
Development Center. This study built on the work of, Novak & Gowin (2004), Zimmerman (2005), Hirsch (2006), and 
Neuman & Celano (2006) regarding concept mapping, elementary science learning, and the knowledge gap of at-risk, 
young children. Learning experiences involved plants and their role in the environment. Instructional activities included 
advance organizers or statements of scientific beliefs to guide the children’s investigations. Investigations included 
activities such as determining the effects of fertilizer on plant growth. Building background knowledge was emphasized as 
the children engaged in concrete experiences with plants in a butterfly garden developed on the center’s grounds. 
Vocabulary development was emphasized through read aloud activities based on environmental books purchased with 
grant funds. Concept mapping was used to document the hierarchical relationships described by the children before, 
during, and after learning experiences were initiated. Results indicated that children increased their expressive language 
and were able to describe second and third hierarchical relationships about plants in the assessment interviews. Complete 
results were submitted to the Environmental Center as a final report. Additionally, the following poster sessions and paper 
presentations/publications were made as follows: 
   
 Hunter, J.K. & Monroe-Ossi, H., (2008). Young Florida naturalists: Concept mapping and conceptual 
development of preschool children. Poster presented at the 29th Annual Youth-at-Risk Conference, Savannah, GA. 

Hunter, J.K., Monroe-Ossi, H., & Fountain, C. (2008). Young Florida naturalists: Concept mapping and science 
learning of preschool children. Paper presented at the 3rd International Conference on Concept Mapping: Helsinki, 
Finland and published in the Proceedings of the 3rd International Conference on Concept Mapping, Vol. 2, 756-763.  

Hunter, J.K., Monroe-Ossi, H., & Wehry, S., (2008). The young naturalists: Concept mapping as an instructional 
tool for conceptual development of preschool children. Poster presented at the Head Start’s Ninth National Research 
Conference, Washington, DC.  

Wehry, S.,  Algina, J.,  Hunter,  J.K. & Monroe-Ossi, H. (2008). Using concept maps transcribed from interviews 
to quantify the structure of preschool children’s knowledge about plants. Paper presented at the 3rd International 
Conference on Concept Mapping: Helsinki, Finland and published in the Proceedings of the 3rd International Conference 
on Concept Mapping, Vol. 2, 732-739.  
 
UNF Foundation:  
 
Encouraging Healthy Habits Through Literacy 

   
  The focus of the Encouraging Healthy Habits through Literacy program has been to combat the rise in childhood 
obesity through a prevention, intervention, and community outreach program. Approximately 10% of children ages 2-5 
are already overweight and another 20% are at risk for becoming overweight based on body mass index (BMI). Children 
who are overweight are more likely to be overweight as adults. The total costs (e.g., health care, absences from work, etc.) 
of obesity to the City of Jacksonville in 2003 were estimated at $357 million (Jacksonville’s Childhood Obesity 
Prevention Policy Development Workgroup, 2006). To address this city wide issue, the project was designed to use a 
three-prong approach to combat the rise in childhood obesity/overweight through prevention, intervention, and 
community outreach activities. The project’s goals have been the following: 1) to improve students’ overall physical 
status (physical fitness), 2) to improve students’ overall nutritional status (nutrition education), and 3) to improve 
families’ understanding of nutrition education and physical activities to combat childhood obesity (family education). In 
collaboration with the Early Learning Coalition of Duval (ELC), the Jacksonville Early Literacy Partnership (JELP), and 
the Florida Institute of Education (FIE), the Encouraging Healthy Habits through Literacy program training has been 
provided to centers that have been involved with the ELC and JELP in improving the quality of their learning 
environments.   
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 Through this project, the Encouraging Healthy Habits through Literacy curriculum and assessments (concept 
maps) have been implemented and family involvement materials and physical education DVDs/videos developed. Based 
on results of the pilot project at two local childcare centers, training has been provided and materials disseminated to 50 
child care center directors/lead teachers to impact additional children and families. This grant was funded through 
December 2009 and a final report of the project is due by the end of January 2010. Additionally, the following paper 
presentations/publications have been made as follows: 
  

Goudy, L., Fountain, C., & Monroe-Ossi, H. (2008). Professional learning of middle school and preschool 
teachers using concept mapping. Paper presented at the 3rd International Conference on Concept Mapping: Helsinki, 
Finland and published in the Proceedings of the 3rd International Conference on Concept Mapping, Vol. 2, 564-570. 

Monroe-Ossi, H., Wehry, S., Algina, J., & Hunter, J.K. (2008). Healthy habits through literacy: A concept 
mapping and health curriculum for preschool and kindergarten children. Paper presented at the 3rd International 
Conference on Concept Mapping: Helsinki, Finland and published in the Proceedings of the 3rd International Conference 
on Concept Mapping, Vol. 2, 422-429.  
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM 
SEED GRANT PROGRAM 

UNF ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER 
 

 
Applicant’s Name: Dr. Cheryl Fountain 
 
Proposal Title: Dig In! Go Green! 
 
Campus Address: 12000 Alumni Drive, Rm. 2067 
 
Campus Telephone Number: 620-2496 
 
Email: fountain@unf.edu 
 
A complete application must be sent by email to the Environmental Center, c/o April Moore, april.moore@unf.edu no 
later than 12:00 noon on November 2, 2009. 
 
A copy of this form will be emailed to you acknowledging receipt of a complete application. 
The Environmental Center will complete the section below: 
 
Received by:    _______________________ 
 
Date Proposal Received: _______________________ 
 
Dates Email from Chair &/or Dean Received (optional):    _________________________ 
 
Application Checklist: 
• Cover Page 
• Summary Page (max 200 words) 
• Proposal Narrative (max 5 pages) 
• Proposed Budget with Budget Narrative (max 2 pages) 
• Curriculum Vita of All Faculty Members (max 2 pages each) 
• Personal Profiles (Resumes) of All Other Team Members (max 1 page each) 
• Acknowledgement Form 
• Optional: Appendix A 
• Signature Page (faxed or mailed) 
• Optional: Support from department chair and/or college dean 
May be emailed to april.moore@unf.edu 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA 

SEED GRANT APPLICATION 
SIGNATURE PAGE 

 
 

Fax to 620-2668 
 
Or mail to  
April Moore, Program Manager 
Environmental Center 
Bldg 50/Room 3630 
 
 
APPLICANT’S NAME: Dr. Cheryl Fountain 
 
PROPOSAL TITLE:  Dig In! Go Green! 
 
DEPARTMENT AND COLLEGE: Academic Affairs, Florida Institute of Education 
 
CLEARANCES (If applicable, check all that apply and give status of UNF approval) 
 

 Human Subjects Projects such as this one are generally considered exempt; however, if funding is 
received, IRB will be apprised of the intent of this project. 
  

 
 Animal Experimentation ______________________________ 

 
 Radioactive Materials ______________________________ 

 
 
SIGNATURE: 
 
 
APPLICANT         DATE 

 
 

 


